— United States
Coast Guard
— 1 Auxiliary

1
From America's Volunteer Lifesavers™

For more information,
please contact

Bob Trachsler
Flotilla Public Affairs
251-626-4507

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

"GPS FOR BOATERS"

The Eastern Shore Flotilla 36 of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is offering a public education class in
"GPS" (Global Positioning System) on Saturday February 17, 2007. The course will be held at the Fairhope
Christian Church on Fairwood Blvd. The 8-hour course runs from 8:00 until 4:00.

GPS is the satellite-based navigation system in use around the world. It is becoming more common every day
in a vast array of applications from aircraft navigation to agricultural farming, as well as automotive and marine
navigation. Its use in recreational boating has exploded in the past ten years, in part due to its relatively low
cost. GPS can provide far greater accuracy, but at the same time give the recreational boater a false sense of
security.

This U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary GPS class is designed to reinforce that sense of security and instill more

confidence in GPS navigation. The course will provide information about basic navigation principles using

examples in the Mobile Bay area, as well as introducing the basic operation of the three most popular GPS
units and the utilization of this important tool for boating safety and recreation.

Preregistration for the course is required and can be made by calling Tom Klope at 990-5112 or in person at
Boater's World in Jubilee Center. The cost is $55 per person, which covers the textbook, instructional
materials and lunch.
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